
News Clippings

Thursday, February 10, 1977

Police detectives are investigating the disappearance of four hand-rolled 
cigarets they believe may have belonged to Steven Andrews, 34, seen in 
Chicago Transit Authority photo. Andrews was the motorman of the “L” 
train which crashed in the Loop Feb. 4 killing 11 persons. The cigarets 
were found at the crash scene and believed by police to belong to Andrews 
but now the cigarets can’t be found. Police said it’s unknown if they 
contained marijuana.
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Friday, February 11, 1977

Marijuana found in ‘L’ cigaret test

Police Thursday night said tests showed four hand-rolled cigarets, found in 
the wreckage of an elevated train that crashed in Chicago’s Loop, contained 
marijuana and were believed to have belonged to the motorman. The train, 
run by Steven Andrews, 34, bumped into the rear of another train last 
Friday night. Two cars smashed to the street and two were left hanging. 
Eleven persons died and close to 200 were injured.

Police said the cigarets were found in a shoulder bag believed to have 
belonged to Martin. Martin still was in intensive care at Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital. Asked the implications of the discovery, Spiotto said, 
“That’s something I can’t answer.” He said it would be “a very tricky” legal 
question to prove that the marijuana tested Thursday actually belonged to 
Martin. National Transportation Safety Board investigators said earlier 
blood and toxicology tests on Martin after the crash proved negative for 
both alcohol and narcotics.

 ‘L’ motorman girlfriend hospital death

Lisa Martin, 27, died at Mary Harris Thompson Hospital for Women and 
Children early Thursday morning, during childbirth. Witnesses reported 
suspicious activity outside the woman’s hospital room.

Dr. Anne Morton, Martin’s attending physician, said that Martin was 
under observation for suspected blood loss, and that a full report would be 
available soon. Police had no comment on the case. Martin remains in 
custody pending arraignment on charges of marijuana possession.

Martin was reported to be in a relationship with Chicago Transit Authority 
motorman Steven Andrews, the ‘L’ motorman involved in an elevated train 
crash that left eleven dead and nearly 200 injured on February 4.
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Wednesday, February 16, 1977

No derailing cited before ‘L’ crash

An attorney for Chicago Transit Authority motorman Steven B. Andrews 
Tuesday said federal officials told him rumors that train derailments caused 
the Feb. 4 “L” crash that killed 11 persons were “unsubstantiated.” 
Andrews’s elevated Lake-Dan Ryan train hit the rear of a Ravenswood train 
while making a 90-degree turn, sending two cars crashing to the street 20 
feet below and leaving two others hanging from the tracks.

Attorney Sherwood Levin said he heard rumors both trains may have 
derailed before the accident. If the trains had been derailed, he said, it 
could have prevented the brakes on Andrews’s train from functioning 
properly.

‘L’ motorman girlfriend case closed

According to Chicago Police Captain Joseph Siska, the investigation into  
Lisa Martin’s February 9 death has been closed. “Medical examiners have 
determined the woman’s death resulted from natural causes,” said Siska.

Siska told reporters that earlier rumors of foul play were unsubstantiated. 
“This was never a criminal investigation,” said Siska. “Neither the hospital 
doctors nor the coroner found any evidence to refer the investigation to law 
enforcement.”
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Saturday, February 26, 1977

March 16 hearing into ‘L’ crash set

Public hearings into the Feb. 4 Chicago Transportation Authority elevated 
train crash that killed 11 persons and injured almost 200 are scheduled to 
begin March 16, the National Transportation Safety Board announced 
Friday. Hubert Jewell, in charge of the board’s investigation, said the 
hearing is “not to determine liability, but to determine the circumstances.” 
Blood and urine tests on motorman Steven B. Andrews are supposed to be 
available by Monday or Tuesday, Jewell said. The tests are being conducted 
to determine whether or not Andrews was smoking marijuana before the 
accident. A small leather purse containing four hand-rolled marijuana 
cigarets was found in the wreckage and may have belonged to Andrews.
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Saturday, March 5, 1977

Motorman’s pot tests negative

Laboratory tests to determine whether Chicago Transit Authority 
motorman Steven B. Andrews was a habitual marijuana smoker are 
negative, the National Transportation Safety Board reported Friday. Tests 
still are being conducted in South Carolina to determine whether Andrews 
was under the influence of marijuana at the time of an elevated train crash 
that killed 11 persons and injured nearly 200 last Feb. 4. The board said 
the tests would be finished Tuesday.
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Saturday, March 5, 1977

‘El’ motorman not habitual marijuana user

Medical tests conducted at Walter Reed Army Hospital in Washington 
show that the motorman involved in the Feb. 4 elevated train crash which 
killed 11 persons was not a habitual marijuana user.

Negative results on Steven B. Andrews were released Friday by the National 
Transportation Safety Board.
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